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Please find below and/or attached an Office 



communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



aminer 



Group Art Unit 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. U fcXrlRE. 



3 



_MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 tfr i i<m/„\ i„ . 

from the mailing date of this communication U36(a) - n ° W tmam - ««V a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 



Status 

^Responsive to communication(s) filed on 
□ This action is FINAL. 

Disposition of Claims 

^CIaim(s) 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

^CIaim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ The proposed drawing correction filed on ' u m 

-jl. y ^"on.nieaon ls □ approved □ disapproved 



_ is/are pending in the application. 

- is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

- is/are allowed. 

- is/are rejected. 

- is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



l-j pi wpvoeu u rawing correction ti ed on • m 

^n>^u -i . ^«°n,nieaon ls □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. ^~ I C i 1 



□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C § 11 9(aWd) 
SLveT 16 * DN ° ne ^^^^"'^^^^P^^documentshavebeen 
□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



, _ w_ WVVIIMI null IUCI J 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

'Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 



conformation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference® Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

Office Action Summary 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 9-97) 



Part of Paper No. 



•U S GPO* 1998-454-457/97505 
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ClalMs 3 and 21 are reacted under 35 U.S.C. 8 112, second 
P*r agraph , as beln3 indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicants 
regard as the invention. 

in each of claims 8 and 21, line 2 "belt" has no claim 
antecedent basis - it appears -wire- should be used instead. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 u.s.c. , 102 that for™ the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

^it^^iTlrTlTet^ de T ibSd ln a tinted 

on sale in this country mSrJ San ™ 17 ° r ln .P u °lic use or 

date of application J'S^K^ ^ 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.c. , 103 , a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 

Office action: 

icen?i^\ e y C dSloSd^es=rIbed\TLt th ? is »* 

102 of this title if the rH ?2Sf f St forth ln section 

matter sought to be patented fnS b * twe * n the sub 3 ect 

the subject matter as a whoL wouS * rt * re such that 

time the invention was tJSp^ ave been obv ious at the 

skill in the art to which LfS * £- rSOn havin 9 ordinary 
Patentability shall no? L * f^ ect ma tter pertains 
the invention was made. negatlved b Y the manner in which 

This application currently names joint inventors. In 
considering patentability of the daims under 35 U.S.C. S 103 ,., 
the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
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claims „ as commonly owned at the time any inventions covered 
therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant 
is advised c f the obligation under 37 CPR 1.56 to point out the 
inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly 
owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the 
examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.c. , 10 3 ,c, and 
potential 35 U.S.C. , l0S ,f, or <g, prior art under 35 V.S.C § 
103 (a) . 

ci,i„ s u Md 15 . 24 aie niectei ^ ^ 
as anticipated by „, io the aIteraatlve/ ^ Js 

as obvious over Kamps et al . 

No differences can be seen over the forming fabric/wire of 
Kamps et al. which is used in the initial forming section to ma*e 
a tissue paper. Kamps et al . discloses that the forming fabric 
may have areas of relatively slow water drainage, i.e. zonally 
variable wire permeability. Column 3 lines !0-20 disclose that 
the wire can be formed by weaving a decorative pattern into the 
forming fabric/wire. Figure 5 of Kamps et al. shows a crescent 
former with the decorative fabric „ overlaying a twin wire paper 
making felt/wire 12. 

Again, no differences can be seen over this reference. But 
rf any minor differences exist, they are prima facie obvious to 
one of ordinary sfcill in the art. Por example, note that the term 
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"wire" or "belt" or "fabric" m = n . 

raoric are all used interchangeably in the 

paper making forming fabric art and the Examiner sees no 
distinction between the phrase "dewatering wire" as used in these 
claims and "forming fabric" used to describe the decorative 
forming wire/fabric of the reference, Kamps et al . Kamps at col 
at col 5 lines 60-62 even describes the forcing fabric as a wire 
CUi- . an* „ are re , ected ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

unp, t e ntai l e over Kamps et al. as applied to claim l above, and 
further in view of Kotitschke which, if even necessary 
exemplifies the very well known conventional feature of a 
conditioning device/wire cleaning device for the wires in a twin 
wrre section. See for example blowing device 2 and water 
spraying device 3 shown in Kotitschke to clean the foxing fabric 
as well as high pressure spray tubes 4 to also clean it. Thus to 
provide conditioning/cleaning devices for the forming fabrics of 
Kamps et al. would have been obvious to Qne Qf 

ordinary skill in the art in order to gain the known advantages 
of keeping the fabrics/wires clean. 

C2ai M „.„ are rejected ^ 3s a s c ^ ^ ^ 

unpatentable over KamnQ 0 f a i 

Kamps et al. as applied to claim l above, and 

further in view of as necessary Eaton et al. which, i£ even 

necessary, exemplifies that machine speeds at the recited ranges 

are known. Thus to operate a paper making machine at such speeds 
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would have been Dxia ^ Qi& obvious fQr ^ ^ advantages ^ 
obtaining more output psr unic ^ fey ^ ^ ^ 

fastest possibie rate. Note furthermore that Kamps et al at 
colum, u line 36 teaches a8 aa mjpla a machine ^ ^ 

feet per minute. It i s Ms ll known chat che speed q£ ^ machine 
« a Known result effective variaMe; again the faster the 
-=hine goes, the more output win be obtained, etc. Se e Baton 
•t al. colum, 5 lines 52-55 which teaches present operating 
commercial twin wire machines speeds of up to 6000 feet per 
minute U828 meters per minute) are used. 

Ciai M 5, „.„ Md „ are lejectea ^ ^ o s c ^ 

as being unpatentable over the references as applied to the 
respective claims above, and further in view of Turunen et al. as 

necessary. 

Turunen et al. teaches at colum* i lines u-« that in a 
paper making twin wire tissue making machine, the endless fabrics 
take the for. of either a wire or felt. Thus to use two 

» wouid have been p rima facie obvlous ^ ^ ^ ^ 



in the art. 



Note with respect to claims 12 . 14 column , lines ^ ^ 
!o„ maximum speeds,- and the inventive machine of Turunen et al 
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(in 1979, teaches they may achieve speeds higher than that. 
Clearly thus it would have been prima.f^ obvious to operate a 
tissue making machine such as one with a zonally variable 
permeability fabric such as shown in Kamps et al . and/or 
suggested by other references at the recited speeds since these 
are known and/or suggested operating speed ranges for tissue 
making machines. 

Claims 1-24 are also rejected under 35 n.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over the respective references as a Ppl ied to 
the claims above and further in vie. of SE 427053 or Hay,* et 

SB ■053 / ,teaches a forming wire/fabric using different weave 
paths to make different porosity and void volume/permeability 
The translation teaches this may be used for a foxing wire to 
make tissue non-wovens or the like. Likewise Hay^ et al (us 
equivalent to pct GB 99/02684, i ... wo/12 81 7, mentioned in the 
instant specification at pg 9) teaches a forming fabric to 
produce a patterned fibrous web with different areas of zonal 
permeability. Hays et al also specifically teaches on page 12 
that the forming fabric may be employed as a forming wire in the 
wet forming process. 

It can be seen that either of these references alone 
anticipates and/or renders obvious many of the claims of record 
But in any event, in order to be complete and not give unduly 
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multiple rejections, it would have been prima facie obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to use the forming wires/fabrics 
of either Swedish '053 or Hays et al as the decorative forming 
fabric in the twin wire machine as taught in Karaps et al for the 
known advantages of these fabrics as taught by each reference. 
These references are applied, especially Hays et al, since the 
specification of this ap plic ation explicitly teaches that fonning 
fabrics/wires of these types are intended to be encompassed by 



the claims . 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Examiner 
Hastings whose telephone number is (703) 308-0470. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 6-30 A M 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 

caTbe CeSSfU ^ the eXaminer ' S SUP6 ™' «*• Stanley Silvern, 
can be reached on (703) 308-3857. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 305-7115. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0651 




KMH/cdc 

January 23, 2002 



Karen M. Hastings 
Senior Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1731 



